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Internal Assessment Resource

Health Level 3

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91461

Analyse a New Zealand health issue

	Resource title: Drug use by young people in New Zealand

	5 credits



	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic

	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	October 2024
To support internal assessment from 2025

	
	

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Health 91461: Analyse a New Zealand health issue 
Resource reference: Health 3.1B
Resource title: Drug use by young people in New Zealand 
Credits: 5
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Health 91461. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 

Context/setting 

This assessment activity requires students to perceptively analyse drug use by young people in New Zealand. This health issue should be narrowed to a particular named drug and a particular age group (for example, methamphetamine use in 15- to 24-year-olds). 

Students will produce a report that is suitable for publishing in a current affairs magazine. 

This assessment should be held in conjunction with a teaching programme that includes:

· interpreting information (for example, readings, graphs and other statistics)
· assessing the major factors involved in drug use by young people
· considering how individuals and their relationships with other people and the whole of society can be affected by drug use by young people in New Zealand
· analysing effective strategies for enhancing health relating to drug use and considers strategies that address the major factors influencing the drug use in the first place. 

Conditions 

The report will be written individually, over approximately 3–4 hours of class time. See Level 3 Health Education Conditions of Assessment regarding ‘Authenticity’.
Resource requirements 

This is a resource-based assessment. Students will need to have access to current and recent New Zealand drug-related research and information. Specific suitable resources will depend on the drug chosen to be the focus for this analysis. 
See Level 3 Health Education Conditions of Assessment regarding ‘Supporting evidence’.
Additional information 

None. 

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Health 91461: Analyse a New Zealand health issue 
Resource reference: Health 3.1B
Resource title: Drug use by young people in New Zealand 
Credits: 5
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Analyse a New Zealand health issue.
	Analyse, in-depth, a New Zealand health issue.
	Analyse, perceptively, a New Zealand health issue.


Student instructions 
Introduction 

This assessment activity requires you to apply a critical perspective to analyse drug use by young people in New Zealand. You will produce a report that could be published in a current affairs magazine. 

Teacher note: This health issue should be narrowed to a particular named drug and a particular age group. 
You will be assessed on: 

· your explanation of why drug use by young people is a health issue in New Zealand

· how perceptively you consider the influence of the major factors (for example: social, political, economic, cultural or environmental) that influence drug use, the implications of the drug’s use for individuals, for teenagers’ relationships with others, and for wider New Zealand society

· the recommendations you make for reducing drug-related harm and enhancing well-being for young people in New Zealand. 

You will also be assessed on how well you support the points you present in your report with evidence from your research. Supporting evidence must be referenced as per the instructions provided by your teacher.
Task
You will have approximately 3–4 hours of class time to individually write your report. This is a resource-based assessment. You are able to access resources gathered in your programme of learning as you write your report. 

Teacher note: These instructions will need to be refined to suit the method of presentation for the report if an alternative form of presentation is chosen. Other possible formats include an e-format (see http://softwareforlearning.tki.org.nz/Browse-Software/(type)/e-portfolios) or as a visual or oral presentation, in conjunction with or instead of a written report.

In your report, critically and thoughtfully analyse drug use by young people in New Zealand by: 

· explaining why drug use by young people is a health issue

· explaining at least two major factors (for example: social, political, economic, cultural or environmental) that are influencing drug use by young people in New Zealand and describing the nature of each factor as well as how it is influencing drug use

· explaining implications of drug use by young people (the positive and the negative aspects; short-term and long-term impacts) for the well-being of individuals, their relationships with others, and for society as a whole – the local community as well as New Zealand society

· recommending at least two strategies to reduce drug-related harm and improve health outcomes for young people in relation to drug use in New Zealand. You will explain: 


-
the nature of each strategy (what actions are involved) 


-
how drug-related harm will be reduced and health outcomes will be improved for young people in New Zealand.
In your analysis, you should respond thoughtfully to relevant underlying concepts of the Health and Physical Education learning area (that is: hauora, socio-ecological perspective, health promotion and attitudes and values). 

You should also make clear links between the factors, the implications for well-being and your recommended strategies for reducing drug-related harm. 

Also, make sure you support all the points you outline in your report with evidence from your research. Supporting evidence (someone else’s ideas, quotations) must be referenced as per the instructions provided by your teacher. 
Assessment schedule: Health 91461 Drug use by young people in New Zealand

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student produces a report that analyses drug use by young people in New Zealand. 

In their report, the student has applied a critical perspective to the issue by:

· explaining why drug use is a health issue for young people in New Zealand

· explaining at least two major factors that are influencing drug use by young people in New Zealand, for example, social, political, economic, cultural or environmental
· explaining the implications for the well-being of individuals and their relationships with others and with wider society

· making and explaining at least two strategies to bring about more equitable outcomes in relation to drug use by young people in New Zealand.

The student supports their analysis with evidence from credible sources that are relevant to New Zealand.

For example (Methamphetamine use by 15- to 24-year-olds):

Gang involvement is an economic factor related to meth use in New Zealand. Some gangs are heavily involved in the manufacture and supply of meth in New Zealand, and a ready supply to young people means that young people are more likely to try it and become regular users. 

Gang culture condones and promotes meth use, and they value the trade as a useful economic activity – even collaborating with other gangs in the trade to optimise profits. The New Zealand Police have stated that some gangs who were once sworn enemies are working together in the meth trade because it’s good for business. 

The profitability of meth means that gangs are very interested in hooking young people into its use, and this is increasing the availability of the drug for young people, which means they are more likely to be able to try the drug. Because of its addictive nature, experimenting with the drug often leads to regular use and addiction, which in turn creates further profit for the gangs who are manufacturing and supplying the drug. 

Effects for individuals (well-being) are unpredictable and dangerous. Physically, tolerance and withdrawal are common. Meth is a strong stimulant drug that raises body temperature and heart rate and causes an over-stimulated awake state. Mental and emotional effects include paranoia, psychosis and extreme mood swings. This in turn can lead to violence and violent offending, such as serious assault and even homicide, especially when the intense craving for the drug often leads to repeated use for days on end, without sleep or food (New Zealand Police). 

Relationships with others (social well-being) are deeply affected, particularly if violence occurs. Values, priorities and outlook on life are taken in new directions, particularly if addiction sets in. 

I recommend that the police and other agencies in New Zealand come into schools and educate students about the dangers of meth use. Being educated before they try the drug means that young people could be less likely to experiment with the drug, and say “no” if opportunities to try the drug arise. This maintains well-being in relation to drug use.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student produces a report that analyses, in-depth, drug use by young people in New Zealand. 

In their report, the student has applied a critical perspective to the issue by:

· recommending strategies for addressing the health issue that take into account the influence of at least two major factors on the issue.

The student supports their analysis by the use of detailed evidence.
For example (Methamphetamine use by 15- to 24-year-olds):

Gang involvement is an economic factor related to meth use in New Zealand. Some gangs are heavily involved in the manufacture and supply of meth in New Zealand and a ready supply to young people means that young people are more likely to try it and become regular users. 

Gang culture condones and promotes meth use, and they value the trade as a useful economic activity – even collaborating with other gangs in the trade to optimise profits. The New Zealand Police have stated that some gangs who were once sworn enemies are working together in the meth trade because it’s good for business. 

The profitability of meth means that gangs are very interested in hooking young people into its use, and this is increasing the availability of the drug for young people, which means they are more likely to be able to try the drug. Because of its addictive nature, experimenting with the drug often leads to regular use and addiction, which in turn creates further profit for the gangs who are manufacturing and supplying the drug. 

Criminal activity is inherent in meth use. Just by using the Class A drug, young people are engaging in serious criminal activity, and by becoming involved with a gang who is supplying the drug, the young person risks being drawn into further criminal activity. Often, young people will quickly become addicted and will not be able to financially keep up with the drug habit so will rely on the gang to make allowances in order to gain access to the drug – and this may include involvement in the drug’s supply to other young people – again a serious criminal activity. 

I recommend that the police focus on gang involvement in the manufacture of meth and supply to young people. The police are already involved in many strategies in this area. A focused effort in the neighbourhoods and communities around high schools in high-risk areas to reduce gang involvement would create equitable outcomes in relation to young people’s meth use.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student produces a report that perceptively analyses drug use by young people in New Zealand. 

In their report, the student has applied a critical perspective to the issue by:

· recommending strategies based on a coherent explanation of drug use by young people in New Zealand and the influence of at least two major factors on the issue to relevant underlying concepts of the Health and Physical Education learning area (that is: hauora, socio-ecological perspective, health promotion and attitudes and values).

The student supports their analysis by the coherent and consistent use of evidence.
For example (Methamphetamine use by 15- to 24-year-olds):
Gang involvement is an economic factor related to meth use in New Zealand. Some gangs are heavily involved in the manufacture and supply of meth in New Zealand, and a ready supply to young people means that young people are more likely to try it and become regular users. 

Gang culture condones and promotes meth use, and gangs value the trade as a useful economic activity – even collaborating with other gangs in the trade to optimise profits. This shows an inter-connection between economic and cultural factors – the values and attitudes underpinning gang culture in New Zealand leads to acceptability of the economic activity of meth manufacture and supply to young people, which in turn changes the culture of the gang in the way in which they generate income. 

The New Zealand Police have stated that some gangs who were once sworn enemies are working together in the meth trade because it’s good for business. 

The profitability of meth means that gangs are very interested in hooking young people into its use, and this is increasing the availability of the drug for young people, which means they are more likely to be able to try the drug. Because of its addictive nature, experimenting with the drug often leads to regular use and addiction, which in turn creates further profit for the gangs who are manufacturing and supplying the drug. 

I recommend that the police focus on gang involvement in the manufacture of meth and supply to young people. The police are already involved in many strategies in this area. They could take more of a collective action focus in this area by engaging in a collaborative way with young people in high-risk communities to reduce drug-related harm and enhance well-being through shared decision-making. A focused effort in the neighbourhoods and communities around high schools in high-risk areas to reduce gang involvement would create equitable outcomes in relation to young people’s meth use. 
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.




Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard. 
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